Approved For Release 2007/05/07 : CIA-RDP63-00313A000500050086-8
o

25X1

Iﬁaw )0 OF m—l

BOBJECT

L2

pirector of Csntrsl Intelligeace
Failure of CORONA Hission BO5D2
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1. ‘The Agens vebicle lsusched on 28 Fehrnary did aot
roach orbit due to failure of one of the thrse solid rocket
ansist boosters to ignite. This Ifailure has been traced to
a defective slectricel connsctor plug which left oper the
ecircuits for ignition, separation, and tolesetry Ifrus that

cular yocket. This was the first test of the Thruwst
Angmeuted Thor configurstion 1n the CORONA progras.

2. The aext lsuneh of 8 NUEAL paylosd had boen sched-
glad for 24 ¥arch. Immddistely after the failure of mission
2052 the possibility of launching soonsy was looked iato.
Maammmmmmuummm itous,
put & isunch betwsen 18-21 iarch is possible.

1.  The slsctrieal cireuits and components ars being re-
examined sad additional redundancy iz being sdaded to check-
cut procedures to prevest aalfaactions of the sort eacountersd
iz smission POIZ.

. 4. Niight tests of the TAT booster sre nesded to prove
its relishility since this configeration is aescessary to
isunch the SUEAl-J (dusl recovery) payload. 12 TAT reli-
shility is mot satisfactoxy by 1 sy, the deaision ean be
sade then to revert to single WW payloads amd

hsdnled on T boesters before 1 . The TAT booster for
the HURAL payload could be couverted beck to basic Thor if
so decided on 1 April for lannch as scheduled on 22 April.

‘ EDNASD B, GILLER
S Acting Deputy Dirsetor
S (Research)
ee: RO
25X1

FEO Review Completed]

Approved For Release 2007/05/07 : CIA-RDP63-00313A000500050086-8



Approved For Release 2007/05/07 : CIA-RDP63-00313A000500050086-8

Signature Recommended:

» = N e B O N
imigned) dbvo. v

“JACK C. LEDFORD
COLONEL, UBAF
Asgistant Director
(Special Activities)

Eugene P. Kiu!er.'rm/m hn:j (4 ¥March 1953)
Distribution:
#1 ~ DCY
#2 - PODCT
#3 - ER
#4hit5 -~ DD/R
“ - AD/GEA
- C/DD/0OBA
#ﬁ - TARB/0BA
#9 - C/DD/OBR {Chroneo)
#10 - RB/OBA

Approved For Release 2007/05/07 : CIA-RDP63-00313A000500050086-8



